
positive shape  negative space

Color is made in the brain. In a complex 
process we see color when light energy 
falls on objects. Some energy is absorbed  
and some returns to our eye, sending color 
messages to our brain. artists create color 
effects we see and moods we an feel when 
they mix paints and create images to express 
ideas in art.
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choices artists make to express mood and ideas  visually.



Also consider:

Radial symmetry--symmetry around a central axis 
such as in a starfish or sunflower.

Unity--an organization of elements that appears 
complete and balanced.

Proportion--A principle of art concerned with the 
relationships in size, one part to another or to the 
whole. 

Emphasis, scale, pattern and variety are also 
included in the Oregon visual art vocabulary list.

*Sources: California and Oregon Art Frameworks/
Standards and...
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*Ways artists organize the visual elements 
of art.


